TODAY'S MESSAGE:

Book of Romans:
Ambition

Jim Keena | Guest Speaker | August 2, 2026

Referenced Scripture: Romans 15:14-25, Matthew 5:16, Philippians 2:3, James 3:16, Acts 9:15

Reflection Questions:

1) Thinking back on this week’s message, what caught your attention? Was there a verse, phrase, or idea
that challenged or encouraged you?

2) Read Romans 15:14-25 together. What stands out to you as you read the passage again? Does
anything from Sunday's sermon come back to mind?

3) The sermon began with the question, “What is your life's ambition?” How would you answer that
question today?

4) Paul addresses ambition in both positive and negative ways. Read and compare these passages:
Philippians 2:3, James 3:14-16, and Romans 15:20. What is the difference between selfish ambition
and godly ambition?

5) The sermon contrasted two kinds of ambition. Which contrast speaks to you most personally, and
why? Explain your answer.

Selfish Ambition Godly Ambition
Make a name for myself Make Christ's name known
Build my kingdom Build Christ's kingdom
Be recognized See Christ recognized
Seek comfort Embrace sacrifice if Christ is glorified
Ask, "What do | want?" Ask, "What does Christ desire?"
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Reflection Questions:

6) Read Romans 15:15-21 again. Paul's ambition didn't simply shape his ministry; it shaped his calendar,
travel, priorities, and future plans (Romans 15:22-25). Which areas of your life reveal what you're most

ambitious about?

7) Inthe sermon, it was said, "The gospel doesn't destroy ambition; it redeems it.” What does that
statement mean? How has Christ redirected your ambitions since you became a Christian?

8) Application: Choose one area where God may be calling you to redirect your ambition.

9) Prayer: Pray that God would shape your ambitions around the glory of Christ and help each person
faithfully pursue the calling God has given them.
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